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As the Australian Government’s arts investment, development and advisory body, the Australia Council 
for the Arts greatly values the strong bilateral relationship between the United States and Australia.  

Australia’s creative exports provide great economic and social benefits for the United States. Our music 

industry alone invests over $75 million USD annually into the US economy and in 2019 Australian acts 
performed over 4,500 live shows across the country.  

There are a number of proposed changes to the US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) fees 
and requirements that will discourage Australian musicians, artists and performers from touring in the 

United States.  

The Australia Council is concerned about proposed increases in application fees for O and P visas. In 
some cases, the costs associated with visas are borne by US promoters and creative businesses. This 

increase will impact the number of quality international acts US promoters bring to American audiences, 
having the most impact on smaller presenters and venues. In other circumstances, such as the touring of 

small-to-medium theatre productions, particularly works aimed at younger audiences, visa costs are a 

pre-production cost and borne by Australian producers. With inflated freight, travel and staffing costs, and 
considering the unlikelihood US presenters will be able to increase presentation fees in the current 

economic climate, increases to visa costs will render many tours financially unviable. 

We are concerned with the revision to the premium processing service’s processing time. The addition of 

four days, essentially one week, to the process will inevitably delay non-premium paying applications. 

Pushing out the premium processing service delivery time will force many creative acts to either pay for 
the premium processing service or forgo their tour to the United States.     

The proposed limit to 25 named beneficiaries on petitions for non-immigrant workers will also have 
repercussions on Australia’s creative exports to the United States. Larger ensembles, such as ballet and 

orchestras, consist of more than 25 people and this change will prevent larger creative performances from 

touring in America. 

If enacted, these changes will prevent many Australian creatives from touring in the United States, 

negatively impacting American audiences and creative businesses. The proposed changes would also 
limit cultural exchange between Australia and the United States.  

The Australia Council recommends a review of O and P visas and the establishment of a reciprocal visa 

arrangement between Australia and the United States, for example through the Australia-United States 
Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA). 

The Australia Council endorses submissions made by industry bodies Sounds Australia and Live 
Performance Australia. We encourage the Department of Homeland Security to consider these 

submissions alongside this Australia Council response.  
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