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Welcome to the First 

Nations Arts Roundtable

27 March 2020



Welcome and introduction to your panellists
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Wesley Enoch

Chair, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Arts Strategy Panel

Lydia Miller

Executive Director, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Arts



First Nations Arts Roundtable Key Focus
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ÅConnect

ÅShare

Å Ideas

ÅNetworks

ÅNavigate

Tracks Dance Company. 2019 Milpirri Jurntu. Male 

dancer Tarkyn Japangardi Tasman. Credit: Peter Eve. 



ÅHousekeeping

ÅKey issues and questions arising from last weekôs webinar

ÅGrants update

ÅGuests

ïAli Murphy-Oates, Managing Director Moogahlin Performing Arts

ïTravis de Vries, Artist, Writer, Producer and Podcaster

ïPhilip Watkins, CEO Desart

ïBen Graetz, Independent Creative Director, Co-creator Party 
Passport, Director BRG Productions

ÅPulse check - how are people feeling at the moment

ÅWhatôs next - how do we collectively work together

Agenda
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Housekeeping
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Badu Gilli, Sydney Opera House. Artist: Alick Tipoti. Credit: Daniel Boud. 



Key issues and questions arising from last weekôs webinar
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Å Feelings of isolation and frustration with no clear timeframes on the pandemic

Å Impact on sole traders

Å Connectivity issues

Å Impact on creative processes and cultural losses

Å Jurisdictional responses to impact on First Nations communities

Å Movement restrictions

Å How to continue to make work

Å Support strategies

Å Stimulus packages



Grants update

For organisations and individuals who have current Australia Council arrangements, 
we are adopting a flexible approach. This includes:

Removing requirements on meeting audience KPIs

Bringing forward payments

Delaying or simplifying reporting requirements

Varying the purposes and outcomes of funding

Extending timelines for projects

Allowing organisations to use money provided for a deliverable to be repurposed to 
pay essential bills such as wages, rent or utilities

Contact your Grants Officer at the Australia Council or email 
enquiries@australiacouncil.gov.au

Å Four Year funding announcements: 30 March 2020

Å Legal advice contact: Arts Law Centre of Australia 02 9356 2566 or 
www.artslaw.com.au

mailto:enquiries@australiacouncil.gov.au
http://www.artslaw.com.au/


Our Response Package, at this stage, includes:

Research and analysis to 

identify immediate and long 

term impacts of COVID-19 on 

Australiaôs cultural sector

Reporting and 

other grant 

conditions relief

Adjustments to 

Four Year 

Funding 2021-

2024

Suspending current 

investment programs 

and introducing new 

ones

Online 

learning 

series

First Nations 

support

Sector 

roundtables

Digital 

support

Sector 

development 

initiatives



ÅAli Murphy-Oates, Managing Director Moogahlin Performing 
Arts

ÅTravis de Vries, Artist, Writer, Producer and Podcaster

ÅPhilip Watkins, CEO Desart

ÅBen Graetz, Independent Creative Director, Co-creator Party 
Passport, Director BRG Productions

Guests
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Ali Murphy-Oates

Managing Director, Moogahlin Performing Arts
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