
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
Celebrating exceptional artists at the inaugural National Arts and 
Disability Awards 

Three outstanding artists will be celebrated at the National Arts and Disability Awards to be 
held tonight, Tuesday 3 December, at the National Portrait Gallery in Canberra. 
 
The Australia Council for the Arts and Arts Access Australia have partnered to present the 
prestigious awards for the first time in 2019, coinciding with the International Day of People 
with Disability. 

The Australia Council’s two new national awards recognise the contribution of an emerging 
and an established artist. 

Arts Access Australia will also present its inaugural Arts Access Australia National 
Leadership Award to recognise and support new and emerging leaders in the arts who 
identify as being d/Deaf or disabled. 

Australia Council CEO Adrian Collette congratulated the recipients: 

“At tonight’s National Arts and Disability Awards, we celebrate three excellent artists. Their 
work demonstrates the power of the arts to connect and transform us, awakening us to new 
perspectives and experiences through creative expression,” he said. 

“As part of a three-year strategic funding commitment, these awards recognise and applaud 
the contribution of these trailblazing artists and arts leaders to contemporary Australian 
creativity.” 

Recipients: 
Dion Beasley - Australia Council National Arts and Disability Award (Emerging Artist) 
($20,000)  
 
The award-winning artist and illustrator behind ‘Cheeky Dogs’, Dion Beasley is a 28 year 
old Alywarr man who lives in Tennant Creek in the Northern Territory. He uses his passion 
for drawing as a means of communicating with others.  
 
Janice Florence - Australia Council National Arts and Disability Award (Established Artist) 
($50,000) 
 
Janice is the Artistic Director and Co-Founder of Weave Movement Theatre. Based in 
Melbourne, Janice has been a pioneering force in the field of inclusive dance and physical 
theatre for the past 30 years and in the wider arts sector. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Madeleine Little - Arts Access Australia’s National Leadership Award ($10,000) 

Madeleine is a passionate theatremaker who is currently researching accessible theatre 
practice at the University of Southern Queensland. She is dedicated to a disability-led future, 
with a mission to pursue greater opportunities, resources, advocacy and recognition for all 
Deaf and disabled artists and arts workers in Australia 
 
Media contact 
Brianna Roberts 
Media Manager, Australia Council for the Arts 
Phone: (02) 9215 9030    
Mobile: 0498 123 541   
Email: b.roberts@australiacouncil.gov.au 
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MORE INFORMATION 

 
Recipient of the National Arts and Disability Award (Emerging Artist) 
 
Award-winning artist and illustrator Dion Beasley is a 28 year old Alywarr man who lives in 
Tennant Creek in the Northern Territory. His father's country is Owairtilla, also known as 
Canteen Creek, and his mother's country is Alpurrurulam, also known as Lake Nash.  

Dion Beasley lives in Tennant Creek and is well known across the Territory as the artist 
behind the much-loved T-shirt brand, Cheeky Dogs. Dion's formal art career started in 2006 
when the first Cheeky Dogs T- shirt line was launched. Since then, his reputation as an 
accomplished visual artist has grown from strength to strength. Dion's talents are particularly 
remarkable given he has muscular dystrophy and is profoundly deaf. 

Dion uses his great passion for drawing (mostly country and camp dogs) as a means of 
communicating with others. In collaboration with Darwin-based writer Johanna Bell, Dion has 
since illustrated three children’s books published by Allen and Unwin. ‘Too Many Cheeky 
Dogs’ (2013) has sold close to 10,000 copies since its launch. ‘Go Home Cheeky Animals!’ 
won The Children’s Book Council of Australia’s Book of the Year Award in 2017 (Early 
Childhood category) and the Territory Read Awards in 2018 (Children's or Young Adult 
category). Dion and Johanna’s latest memoir Cheeky Dogs: To Lake Nash and Back was 
published in June 2019. While ‘Too Many Cheeky Dogs’ was originally written for young 
children in remote areas, the book (and the two that followed) proved to have much broader 
appeal, as well as becoming an invaluable teaching resource in a variety of learning areas. 

Recipient of the National Arts and Disability Award (Established Artist) 
 
Janice Florence is the Artistic Director and Co-Founder of Weave Movement Theatre. 
Janice is based in Melbourne and has trained in dance in Australia and the USA. In 1983 
she completed a Graduate Diploma of Movement and Dance at Melbourne University. For 
10 years, she was a performer, teacher and researcher with State of Flux, one of the first 
Australian companies to include a dancer with a disability. Janice has worked and had 
residencies with Karen Nelson, exponent of ‘diverse dance’ in the USA and with Blue-Eyed 
Soul, Touchdown and CanDoCo in the UK. 
 
Janice has been a pioneering force in the field of inclusive dance and physical theatre for the 
past 30 years and in the wider arts sector. Since acquiring a disability as the result of a 
dance related accident, she has experimented, explored and consolidated first with her own 
transformed body and then with the many performers with disability who have passed 
through the Weave Movement Theatre company and the workshops for people outside the 
company, including the first national professional development workshop for performers with 
disability in 2014 supported by Arts Access Australia and Australia Council for the Arts. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Recipient of the Arts Access Australia’s National Leadership Award 

Madeleine Little is a passionate theatre-maker who is currently researching accessible 
theatre practice at the University of Southern Queensland. 

Madeleine recently adopted the motto "Disabled-led is the way ahead" when her master’s 
research revealed that d/Deaf or disabled leaders create the most supportive and beneficial 
environment in which d/Deaf and disabled artists and arts workers can create and develop 
their practice. 
 

Madeleine strives to encompass her research findings into her artistic practice. Her recent 
work Hold, which Madeleine wrote, directed, produced and performed the lead role in, tested 
accessible theatre practice in an original theatre work. This approach created a safer, better 
rehearsal room for artists and created a show that resonated strongly with audiences. 

In 2018, Madeleine was awarded the inaugural Arts Access Victoria Stella Young Award. 
She is also a member of ‘The Last Avant Garde’ research team, assisting in co-producing 
and co-facilitating performance-making workshops across Australia, including the creation of 
a unique five-day creative residency in Brisbane. 
 
Madeleine has been a member of the Indelability Arts Ensemble since 2015, with her first paid 
performance in the co-devised show Look Mum…No Hands!!! [The Legless Bar Years]. She 
has also performed in Restless Dance Theatre’s Helpmann-Award nominated work Intimate 
Space, which was presented in association with Bleach* Festival and Festival 2018. 
 
Madeleine is dedicated to a disability-led future and says the Arts Access Australia National 
Leadership Award will amplify her voice to pursue greater opportunities, resources, 
advocacy and recognition for all d/Deaf and disabled artists and arts workers in Australia. 
 
 
About the Australia Council’s National Arts and Disability Awards 
 
The Australia Council National Arts & Disability Awards celebrate the work and 
achievements of established and emerging artists, and the significant contribution of artists 
with disability to the vibrancy of Australian arts. The inaugural presentation of these awards 
will occur in 2019, as part of a three-year strategic funding commitment by the Australia 
Council which was announced in 2018. Two awards will be presented annually – The 
National Arts & Disability Award (Established Artist) $50,000 and The National Arts & 
Disability Award (Emerging Artist) $20,000. The new program responds to the Council’s 
research, which highlights the importance of profiling, celebrating and acknowledging the 
achievements of trail blazers and leading lights at all stages of career development. These 
prestigious awards recognise outstanding contributions by Australian artists in all areas of 
practice. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The award recipients were identified through an open peer nomination process. The Council 
received an overwhelming response from the sector to the inaugural awards and the depth 
of the nomination field to both categories was extraordinary. 
 
About the work of the Australia Council with the arts and disability sector 
 
The Australia Council believes that art is for everyone, and that Australians living with 
disability have the right to enjoy, benefit from and contribute to the arts and cultural life of 
Australia. Disability in the arts offers excellence and artistry, unique perspectives and lived 
experiences, and transformative experiences for audiences and communities. The Australia 
Council supports the arts and disability sector through all its activities, and for many years 
has also delivered strategic funding initiatives in this sector, designed to increase access to 
the Council’s support, build sector capacity and sustainability, and celebrate artistic 
excellence. The Council also produces research which highlights the barriers and disparities 
which still exist for people with disability across arts practice, employment, education, 
training, engagement and participation. 
 
About the Arts Access Australia National Leadership Award 
 
The new Arts Access Australia (AAA) National Leadership Award aims to recognise and 
support new and emerging leaders in the arts who identify as being d/Deaf or disabled. The 
AAA National Leadership Award has been established in response to AAA’s strategic 
commitment to improving employment and enterprise outcomes for artists and arts workers 
with disability. The $10,000 annual award will contribute to leadership training and/or 
professional development and includes a coaching or mentoring aspect and an opportunity 
to learn more about AAA’s change programs. The 2019 AAA National Leadership Award is 
supported by AAA donors and Creative Partnerships Australia through their Plus1 program. 
 
About Arts Access Australia 
Arts Access Australia (AAA) is the national peak body for arts and disability in Australia. AAA 
works to increase national and international opportunities and access to the arts for people 
with disability as artists, arts-workers, participants and audiences. 
Established in 1992, AAA is a disability-led company limited by guarantee. The CEO and at 
least 50% of its Board Members identify as a person with disability. AAA is a non-profit, 
member-supported organisation. Its members include state-based arts and disability 
organisations, individual artists, arts-workers and arts leaders with disability, and others 
within the wider arts and cultural sector. Website: www.artsaccessaustralia.org 
 

Definition of disability 
The Australia Council uses the social model of disability, which distinguishes between 
impairment of the person, and the barriers in society that are disabling. These can include 
attitudes, discrimination, or the physical environment. 
 

http://www.artsaccessaustralia.org/
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This definition includes mental health. However, not all people who experience a mental 
health condition identify with disability. 
 
The term ‘disability’ can also include people who are Deaf or hard of hearing. However, 
members of the Deaf community may not always identify with disability and may identify as 
part of a cultural and linguistic group with their first language being Auslan (Australian Sign 
Language) or another sign language. 
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