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Welcome and introduction to your panellists
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Lee-Ann Tjunypa Buckskin

Deputy Chair, Australia Council for the Arts

Wesley Enoch AM

Chair, First Nations Arts Strategy Panel

Artistic Director, Sydney Festival



First Nations Arts Roundtable Key Focus
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• Connect

• Share

• Ideas

• Networks

• Navigate

Tracks Dance Company. 2019 Milpirri Jurntu. Male 

dancer Tarkyn Japangardi Tasman. Credit: Peter Eve. 



Agenda
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• Housekeeping

• Key themes arising from last week’s webinar

• Guests

- Siena Mayutu Wurmarri Stubbs

- Emily Johnson

- Rhyan Clapham (Dobby)

• Resources – industry, website, facebook

• Next Roundtable



Housekeeping
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Badu Gilli, Sydney Opera House. Artist: Alick Tipoti. Credit: Daniel Boud. 



Key issues and questions arising from last week’s 
webinar
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• Red Ochre recipient Djon Mundine OAM is a Bundjalung man and a foundational figure in Australian 
art. He is an intellectual, an activist, and a cultural leader and has been a driving force 
contributing to the development and exhibition of Aboriginal art in Australia, and internationally. 
Djon reflected on his career as a founding member of ANKAAA and senior curatorial positions in some 
of the countries best known institutions whilst also working with regional and community-based 
organisations across Australia. Djon spoke of his career highlights notably the installation of the 200 
Aboriginal memorial poles at the National Gallery of Australia in 1988 in response to the 
bicentennial. Djon continues to be an important mentor, encouraging new talent and spoke of his 
current exhibitions – a Fiona Foley retrospective and Three Views, which is a commentary on 
the coming of Captain Cook. “All art is a conversation. Art is a social act” underlies Djon’s
practice, cultural leadership and vision. www.djonmundine.com

• Red Ochre recipient Alison Milyika Carroll is a senior Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara women who is an 
accomplished artist and significant cultural leader. Alison’s practice spans batik, ceramics and 
painting and is highly respected. Over her four decades as an artist, Alison has been invited to 
show in over 200 exhibitions. Alison spoke of hers and the communities excitement at winning the 
Red Ochre Award. Alison also spoke about the fact that at 70 years old, Ernabella is Australia’s 
oldest art centre and it plays and important in bringing young and old together. The art centre is 
central to the transfer of intergeneration knowledge. As Chair of Ernabella Arts, Alison continues 
to relish her role as teacher to many emerging artists, and actively advocates for opportunities 
for young people in her community, so that they remain connected to culture. Alison is a visionary 
who strives for the benefit of her community.

http://www.djonmundine.com/


Key issues and questions arising from last week’s 
webinar
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• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Arts Fellowship recipient Maree Clarke is a Yorta Yorta/Wamba
Wamba/Mutti Mutti/Boonwurrung women and is an independent multi-disciplinary artist and curator with 
a thirty year history working in the First Nations arts sector. Maree is a leading possum-skin artist 
and also works with kangaroo teeth, echidna quills, glass and photography, and is known for 
her collaborative approach to cultural practice. She continues to work in intergenerational 
collaboration to revive dormant cultural knowledge.  Maree’s fellowship will allow her to dedicate 
herself to full-time research and development of her upcoming survey, Re imagining Culture –
Bloodlines which will be exhibited across three galleries at the National Gallery of Victoria in 
2021. Maree spoke of being the first Victorian Aboriginal artists to have a solo show at the 
National Gallery of Victoria in a project which will attest to the power of cultural reclamation.

• Recipient of the Dreaming award, Thea Anamara Perkins is an Arrente and Kalkadoon woman and 
spoke about how her climate activism, exploration of her Indigenous identity and passion for 
social justice informs her work. A recent finalist in the Archibald Prize for her portrait of artist Christian 
Thompson, Thea discussed her use of colour and conceptual investigations of art-making itself, 
and referenced the bright and joyful colours of the Tangentyere Artists as well as the bold 
colouration and striking visual language of the iconic protest posters of the 1970’s and 80’s. 
Thea expressed her concerns that First Nations will be the first and worst affected by rising 
temperatures, and how these issue will inform her Dreaming project. With Tony Albert as her mentor, 
Thea plans to explore many of these concerns in a series of workshops in town Camps in Alice 
Springs.



Guest panellists
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Siena Mayutu Wurmarri Stubbs

Media Worker, The Mulka Project

Emily Johnson

Visual artist and Arts worker

Rhyan Clapham (Dobby)

Rapper, drummer, speaker and workshop facilitator
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Siena Mayutu Wurmarri Stubbs
Media Worker, The Mulka Project
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Siena Mayutu Wurmarri Stubbs
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Siena Mayutu Wurmarri Stubbs
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Emily Johnson
Visual artist and 
Arts worker
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Emily Johnson
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Emily Johnson
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Rhyan Clapham (Dobby)
Rapper, drummer, speaker 
and workshop facilitator
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Rhyan Clapham
(Dobby)
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Rhyan Clapham
(Dobby)



Panel discussion 
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Bangarra, 30 Years of Sixty-Five Thousand, ‘To Make Fire’. Sydney Opera House. Credit: Daniel Boud.



Australia Council website

www.australiacouncil.gov.au/

www.australiacouncil.gov.au/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-

arts/First-nations-roundtables/

www.australiacouncil.gov.au/programs-and-resources/creative-

connections/

COVID-19 information

https://www.australia.gov.au/

https://treasury.gov.au/coronavirus

Facebook Groups

Arts and creative industries: digital support

Australian Arts amidst COVID-19
19

Resources



Lotterywest COVID- 19 Grants

www.lotterywest.wa.gov.au/lotterywest/covid-
19/covid-19-grants

Theatre Network Australia (TNA) Crisis Cash - $1000 
for independents

www.tna.org.au/1000-x-1000-crisis-cash-for-indies/

Click ‘Request Support’

Designed to support artists who don’t have access to 
financial support (via JobKeeper, JobSeeker, family or 
savings)
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Resources



Beyond Blue and links to other national help lines

https://www.beyondblue.org.au/get-support/national-help-lines-and-
websites

Resources in Indigenous languages:

https://covid-19-indigenous-languages-translations.dropmark.com/793396

Resources in English aimed at Indigenous communities in remote areas

https://covid-19-indigenous-languages-translations.dropmark.com/793398
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Resources



2020 Cherish Fund for First Nations 

Round open: Tuesday 9 June 2020, 10am (AEST)

Closing date: Monday 15 June 2020, 12pm (AEST)

Includes three streams:

 Living Libraries: supporting our cultural knowledge

 Creative Practice: supporting artistic creative expression

 Creative Workforce: supporting our arts workers in the digital world

Check Australia Council website

www.australiacouncil.gov.au

email FirstNationsArts@australiacouncil.gov.au



Grants update

Our Response Package, at this stage, includes:

Research and analysis to 
identify immediate and long 

term impacts of COVID-19 on 

Australia’s cultural sector

Reporting and 
other grant 

conditions relief

Adjustments to 
Four Year Funding 

2021-2024

Suspending current 
investment programs 
and introducing new 

ones

Online 
learning 
series

First Nations 
support

Sector 
roundtables

Digital 
support

Sector 
development 

initiatives

Contact your Grants Officer at the Australia Council or email enquiries@australiacouncil.gov.au

Legal advice contact: Arts Law Centre of Australia 02 9356 2566 or www.artslaw.com.au



Friday 12 June 2020

2pm – 3.30pm, AEST

Festivals
- Kylie Bracknell (Kaarljilba Kaardn), Associate Artist, Perth Festival

- Nici Cumpston, Curator of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Art, Art Gallery 

of South Australia & Artistic Director, Tarnanthi Festival of Contemporary 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Art

- Sarah Bell, First Nations Lead Associate Producer, Ilbijerri/APAM
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Next Roundtable


